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"In Defense of Selí" 


Written & Produced By Wayne Slappy 


February 18th, 19th and 20th 


George Washington Carver school 
333 Clinton Place 
Newark, New Jersey 


Tha uz nae. 


"I have utilized the Howard Savings Bank since my 

days as a student at Dayton Street School. By lending 
its support to this production, I believe that the 
Howard Savings Bank is sincere about its commitment to 
our community. I wish to thank you, the audience, and 
the Howard Savings Bank for supporting our efforts to 
contribute to the cultural enrichment of our citizens." 


--- Wayne Slappy 


SUPPORTING YOU IS THE LEAST WE CAN DO. 
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WAYNE SLAPPY 
Founder and Executive Director 


GLADYS HILLMAN JONES AUDITORIUM 
George Washington Carver School 
Mrs. June Lockett, Principal 
and 
The Vaitsburg High School Drama Club 
Miss Theresa S. David, Principat 
(In Association with the Newark Community School of the Arts) 


- PRESENTS - 


*IN DEFENSE OF SELF" 
A Martial Arts Drama 


WRITTEN and PRODUCED BY 
WAYNE SLAPPY 


- STARRING - 


Andre Brown Ollie Dickerson 


Malcolm Livingston 


Penni Saunders Yvonne Villarini 


Brian Dowd 


Thomas Murphy Europe Harmonon 


Jeanette Rhodes 


and introducing.... 


Zakiyyah Mahmoud 


Harambee Productions 


CHUCK FATTERSON 
Director 


Technical Director 


Set Design Light Design 
Albert Dial 


Michael Odell Green Zebedee Collins 


Property Master 


Sound Design 
Neil Jacob 


Meekaaeel Muhammad 


Production Stage Manager Assistant Stage Manager 
Billy "Smug" Jones Jean-Pierre Louis 


Tae Kwon Do Form Choreography Ninjutsu Choreography 
Larry Chenault Andre Brown 


Martial Arts Fight Sequences 3 
Malcolm Livingston | 


Proceeds from this production will benifit the Frederic Martin 
s project was granted by Nabisco 


Schotarship Fund. Support for thi 
avings Bank, New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 


t of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, 
g H.S. and The Newark Community. 
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In the spirit of "HARAMBEE" : 


Brands, Howard S 
Essex County Departmen 
Wesray Corporation, Vaitsbur 


Actors (By Order of Appearance) 
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*Zakiyyah Mahmoud 
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* Zakiyyah will perform the rote of Nilda during 
all matinee performances. 
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ACT I 
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There will be a fifteen minute intermission 
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ACT II ! 
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WHO'S WHO 
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Malcolm Livingston (MALIK) has Performed in almost every club in New 
York City. In addition to his singing attributes, which have been used 
by Sutra Records and Lionel Hampton Productions, he has proven to be 
well versed in theatre. Malcolm, a fourth degree black belt, fells that 
other than family obligations, the study of martial arts is the number 
one priority. His acting abilities were recently showcased in the Billy 
Holiday Theatre production of "Young, Gifted and Broke". His martial 
arts talents were also featured in the hit film "The Last Dragon". The 
challenge of this role and familarizing himself with New Jersey theatre 
goers has been enjoyable for this young, agile and versatile actor. 
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Ottie Dickerson (ELMER) is a devoted father, teacher at East Side H.S. 
in Newark, and one of the most noteworthy cross-country and track 
coaches in New Jersey. A SAN DAN black belt in the Wado style, Ollie's 
role as a karate sensei extends from Private tutoring to the hallowed 
halls of Seton Hall University. Although Ollie was the original Elmer 
in the Club 88 sneak preview of this Play, this is his first profes- 
sional role. Ollie sends best wishes to his family, students and newly 
developing fans. Break a leg, Ollie! 
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Andre Brown (SAMAAD) a veteran of stage and screen, has been performing 
nearly all his Life. A few of his stage credits include, Weldon Irvine's 
"Young, Gifted and Broke’, "Night Train* by John Parcell, and ‘The Life 
and Times of Id" by Shango De Ima. Andre has been on the television 
shows "The A-Team", "Miami Vice’ and a soon to be released fall series 
entitled, "Hot Dog". He has also appeared in Berry Gordy's movie, "The 
Last Dragon" in which he stared as the BEAST. Andre is a fifth degree 
black belt and the founder of the Wolfox Fighting Arts Association of 
NYC. ^s a singer/songwriter, he has performed in many clubs. Presently, 
Andre is the Leader of a band called "Qutrageous* which is currently 
signed with C.B.S. Records. 


WHO'S WHO 


Brian Dowd (RALPH) a Newark resident, he has been a member of the 
Celtic Theatre Co. and an artist in residence at Seton Hall University 
since 1982. His major roles include: GEORGE BERNARD SHAW in “Dear Liar” 
O'FLINGSLEY in "Shadow & Substance", and LACHIE MACLACHLEN in ‘The 
Nasty Heart". Elsewhere, he has appeared as EDMUND in "Long Day's 
Journey Into Night", JACK WORTHING in "The Importance of Being Earnest" 
and as the UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR on ABC'-TV's "ALL My Children". Most 
recently, Brian performed in 'Crispus" at the Theatre of Universal 
Images and in "The Sunshine Boys" in Cork, Ireland. Like OtLie Dickerson 
Brian was an original cast member of the Club 88 mini-version of "In 
Defense Of Seif". 
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Penni Saunders (DONNA) a native Bostonian, received her first standing 
ovation at the age of four in the production of "Babes In Toyland". She 
studied ballet, drama and musical theatre for seventeen years at the 
Alma Lewis School of Fine Arts and the New England Conservatory of Music 
Studied at Inner-City Cultural Center in Los Angeles under Glynn Turman 
C. Bernard Jackson, Beah Richards and George Wolfe. Fenni has appeared 
in numerous films, television episodes and music videos. Her avid sing- 
ing and acting talent has enabled her to appear on stage with the Likes 
of Art Evans, E. Lamont Johnson, Glynn Turman, and Darnell Williams. 
Fenni aspires to write and produce her own soap opera for television as 
well as persue her development as a total artist. She wishes health and 
longevity to her many friends and family members who have provided need- 
ed support throughout her endeavors. 
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Europe Harmon (BLADE) 31, a native Newarker who is an actor and writer 
Of poetryand short stories. He has appeared in several Off-Broadway 
Productions including, "Ice Cream Sunday To Go" by Donald Holmes, 

"Song" by Amiri Baraka, "Black People's Party" by Earl Anthony and "DAY 

of Absence” by Douglas Turner Ward. He studied theatre at Newark's 

Theatre Of Universal Images and the Henry Street Settlement House in 

NYC. A published and performing poet of political subjects, Europe has 
made appearences throughout NJ and NY (including television's WWOR and | 
WNET, Suburban Cable and Gateway Cable public access channels). 


WHOS WHO 


Yvonne Villarini (NILDA) has performed in various productions through- 
out NYC. Her credits include the Off-Broadway production of "Forbidden 
Copy" at the Actors and Directors Theatre, several of George Wolfe's 
Productions, and musical revues at the Richard Allen Cultural Center. 
She has also performed with The Leonard Davis Center For The Perform- 
ing Arts, The Troupe Theatre, Rincon A Taino, Henry Street Settlement 
House and the Texas based Guadeloupe Theatre. 
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Tom Murphy (PITO) has been a Newark teacher for over fourteen years. He 
has taught at Cleveland and Seventeenth Street elementary schools as 
well as West Side and Vailsburg High Schools. With the Center Players 
of the Bayonne Community Theatre Group, Tom has appeared in "South 
Pacific", "Damn Yankees’, *'Wonderfui Town" and "Chicago". Newarkers may 
remember him for his portrayal as BENTLEY in the T.U.I. production of 
"Jack: A Musical Fantasy". Mr. Murphy hopes that his students have 
gained an enriching experience from the play. 
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Jeanette Rhodes (HOOKER) is a theatre major at Rutgers University. She 
began dramatic training under Betty Neals at Hart Middle School in East 
Orange. While at East Orange H.S., she portrayed Leading roles in ‘The 
Odd Couple", "Grease" and “The Crucible’. As a member of the New Jersey 
Mass Choir, she has performed with some of the best voices in America. 
She recently played the role of DONNA in an excerpt from "In Defense Of 
Self* for an appearence on the cable show, "Mayor Sharpe James Around 
Town*. Having to cope with the delemma of pursuing an education and an 
acting career simultaneously is not an easy task. Jeanette is managing 
to do well at both. 


WHOS WHO 


Zakiyyah Mahmoud (understudying NILDA) is a sixteen year old junior who 
is majoring in drama at Arts H.S. in Newark. Her acting skills have been 
sharpened by a variety of Intra-State drama competitions. Zakiyyah will 
portray NILDA in all matinee performances. An aspiring actress, she is 
eager to meet the challenge of her first professional role. 
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Chuck Patterson (DIRECTOR) has performed as an actor in over one hundred 
stage productions -- both on and off Broadway. His regional theatre 
credits include: NEC, CSC, Arena Stage (Mashington D.C., Center Stage 
(Baltimore), Circle In The Square, New Federal Theatre, AMAS Repertory 
Theatre, Manhattan Theatre Club and Town Hall. His television and movie 
credits include: commercial spots, feature films, appearances on all the 
major soap operas and a role on “Spencer For Hire*. 

Mr. Patterson has collaborated/worked with: Ruby Dee, Cicely Tyson, 
Roscoe Lee Brown, George C. Scott, George Farentino, Martin Sheen, Glynn 
Turman, Douglas Turner Ward, Howard Rollins, Geoffrey Holder, the late 
Adolf Caesar, Larry Riley, Carmen De Lavatlade, Vinette Carroll, 
Phylicia Rashad, Cleavon Little, Nell Carter and Jackie Gleason. As a 
director, Chuck is best known to New Jersey audiences for his work on 
the T.U.I. production of "Crispus", “Weep Not For Me" and “Ain't 
Supposed To Die A Natural Death* starring Antonio Fargas. 
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Billy "Smug" Jones (PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER) is a resident of Patterson 
NJ and a native of Chicago, ILL.. He studied theatre at Columbia College 
of Chicago. After relocating to NJ, he continued his studies at William 

Paterson College where he earned a B.A. as a dramatic arts major. As an 

actor, Billy has performed in a number of palys including "The Offering" 
"Death Watch Sonata", "Zoo Man And The Sign", "Our Town", “Sugar Mouth" 

and "Sam Don't Dance No More*. Last summer he appeared with Show People 

Inc. as he brought to Life the role of STARBUCK in "The Rain Maker". 


WHOS WHO 


Zebedee Collins (LIGHTING DESIGN) is a free Lance Lighting designer who 
has designed numerous Off-Broadway productions. He won an AUDELCO Award 
in the 1983-84 season for "Jesse And The Games" by Garland Lee Thompson. 
Zebedee is also a three-time AUDELCO Award Nominee and one of only a 
few to ever receive such an honor. Mr. Collins is the resident Lighting 
designer for the new Black Spectrum Theatre. Last season his Lighting 
created the atmosphere for Wayne Slappy's "Boulder In The Sun" at the 
1016 Space of Newark Symphony Hall. 
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Michael Odell Green (SET DESIGN) is a Carnegie Mellon graduate with a 
B.F.A. in Scene Design. Although new to New Jersey audiences, Michael 
is best known to New Yorkers for Oliver" at Theatre Three, Inc. -- 
where he also designed "Steambath", “Taming Of The Shrew", and "Crimes 
Of The Heart". He recently designed the set for the AMAS Repertory 
Theatre's production of "Birdie". 
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Meekaaeel Muhammad (SOUND DESIGN) is a singer, songwriter, arranger and 
producer who has collaborated on projects with what sounds Like a Who's 
Who of contemporary music. Among the gang, Jimmy CLiff, La Toya Jackson, 
Richard John Smith, Gloria Gaynor, Forecast, Shawn Christopher and the 
Givens Family. Developing the sound for this production has been an 
enjoyable project for the creative juices of one of America's brightest 
young arrangers. 


WHOS WHO 


Jean-Pierre Louis (ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER) is a member of the Vailsburg 
H.S. darma club. A native of Hati, Jean-Pierre appreciates the opportun- 
ity to participate in this production. His eagerness to Learn and seriou 
work ethic have made him a welcome addition to the company. He believes 
that gaining invaluable knowledge and wishes to thank Mr. Slappy for the 
chance. 
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Wayne Slappy (PLAYWRIGHT/FRODUCER) is one of New Jersey's brightest youn 
writers. As a prolific author of poetry, books, plays and screenplays, 


- Mr. Stappy realizes the importance of getting yourself heard. "The 


development of new writers is important to the social consciousness of 
our society. The perpetuation of culture is vital to human civilization. 
I would Like to be a conduit for that development in the Greater Newark 
Area". The Friday night performance is dedicated to the honorable Mayor 
Sharpe James of Newark. His awareness of the importance of culture, his 
dedication to the people of Newark and his vision is leading this city 
into a Renaissance second only to those experienced in Europe after the 
Middle Ages and in harlem which became the catpult to release the tensio 
of the Great Depression. "The goal of the production of "In Defense Of 
Setf", is twofold. First, Iwould Like to provide a mirror for us all to 
see the effect that we as adults can have on young people. They are 
constantly watching and emulating us. Right now they are our followers; 
soon they will walk beside us; eventually they will Lead us. What kind 
of examples are we? Finally, Proceeds from this production will be used 
to develop the Fredric Martin Scholarship Fund. 

Mr. Martin, a former Newark teacher, choir director and vice-principal 
had a profound effect on many Lives of students, Parents and teachers. 
His patient support and encouragemnet helped motivate me to continue 

in the field of educating young people. Helping to establish this 
scholarship Is one way I can attempt to repay someone who meant so 

much to the city I love." 


Harambee Productions 


INTRODUCING HARAMBEE PRODUCTIONS: 


The newly formed Harambee Theatre Ensemble is designed to provide 
quality theatre to the Greater Newark area. In case you are not familar 
with the term, "HARAMBEE" means "let's pull together": in a Language 
called Kiswahili which is spoken in Eastern Africa. When the people of 
a particular village wish to build Large temples or monuments which 
required the use of large boulders, the foreman would sue the term to 
synergize the efforts of his work crew. The Harambee Theatre Ensemble 
has been formulated to function under the premise of that analogy -- if 
people work together, you can get things done. 


One of the primary goals of Harambee is to provide original works of 
playwrights, an opportunity to perform in a professional manner before 
Live audiences throughout New Jersey. Whenever possible, the ensemble 
may have the opportunity to tour some of those productions to other 
Parts of the United States and abroad. 


Another principal function of Harambee will be to develop young people 
in all areas of dramatic production. Each paly must have a minimum of 
one or more actors and actresses as well as technical personnel who are 
currently enrolled in elementary or secondary school. Eventually, as 
the vast well-spring of talent in this area is tapped and developed, 
some of the productions may be performed and directed by young people. 
It is important to note that these students would become versed in a 
large variety of areas that would make them eligible for employment in 
the field of mass communications. 


At the present time, we are based at the Newark Community School of 
the Arts (89 Lincoln park, Newark, N.J.). It is hoped that you will 
avail yourself to the NCSA. There are classes in a variety of fields 
within the Arts. "In Defense of Self" is our first production. Plans 
are underway for productions during the Fall of 1987 and the Spring of 
1988. 


If you would Like more information about becoming a part of Harambee, 
Please filt out the enclosed questionaire and place it in the assigned 
Place in the lobby. Remember, Harambee means “let's pull together’. 


HONORABLE MENTION: 
Winthrop J. Spence - For your craftmanship 


Albert Dial - For your wizardry. Your work speaks for itself. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAYOR SHARPE JAMES  !!!31311!' 


Why are our kids confused and seemingly lost? Examine the scripture: 


"If you raise up a child in the way he should go, 
when he grows up he will not depart from it," 


I guess we have a job to do. 


THANKS TO: 


Valarie Price, Mrs. June Lockett, Joseph K. Brown, Gwen Ricks-Spencer, 
Gloria Pickney, Miss Theresa S. David, Lois Blackman, Frantze Alerte, 
Mitlaim Reeder, Jim Haba, Emily Style, Loren Elizabeth Leek, Horace 
Hooper, Jeri Johnson, Robert Stappy, Mr. Salley, Newark Mediaworks, 
Glenda Rice Wimberly, Scott McVay, Don McCormick, Larry Pratt, Vonda 
Briddell, Tai Slappy, Muriel Stappy, The Chavis Family, Herb Bright, 
Richard Slappy, Judith Johnson, Elaine Hawkins, Jerry Johnson, Vic 
DeLuca, Mrs. Costanza, Sarah Scott Slappy, Lawrence Ham, Exact Change, 
Billy Prest, Walter Hislop, Tomasa Kraemer, Lilly Torres, Henrietta 
Parker, Elaine Hawkins, AL Ierubino, Ki-Chung Kim, Sandy Green, Sagine 
Alerte, Bill Fleming, Karl Guthrie, The Optimist Club, Project Thistle 
Of Montclair State College, Club America, Mayor Sharpe James, The 
Municipal Council Of Newark, The Newark Board Of Education, Hershel 
Slappy, The Grant Avenue Community Center, The Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Newark, The Vailsburg High School Student Council, Club 88, The Custo- 
dial Staff of George Washngton Carver School, James Griffith, Gateway 
Cable, Liz Del Tufo, The Cast, The myriad of people I forgot to thank 
and hope will forgive me, and God for making all of this possible. 


SPECIAL THANKS TO: 


The Howard Savings Bank, Nabisco Brands, The New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts, The Essex County Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural, WESRAY Corporation, The Newark Community .School of the Arts 
and The Vailsburg High School Drama Club. 


"In Defense Of Self" was first read at the Theatre of Universal Images 
in 1984. After being re-written it was again read at the Frank Silvera 
Workshop (NYC) in 1985. A sneak preview of the play was performed at 
Club 88 in East Orange in September 1986. This production is the world 
premier of the play. 


NEWARK COMMUNITY 


The Newark Community School of the Arts provides Quality arts 
instruction in music, art, dance and drama to atl persons 
regardless of age, ability or financial circumstance. 


NCSA is proud to support ‘In Defense Of Self" 


Our offices are Located at 89 Lincoln Park Newark, New Jersey. 
For futher information about our year-round enrollment, please 
call 201-642-0133. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 
by 
Glen Frieson 
If you wish to purchase photos from the show, Call: (201) 673-9417 
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RICKSTAR 


Specializing in Design and Printing of stationary, flyers, labels, 
forms and More...... Calt (201) 926-2615 
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